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eries: Bumper Stickers of the Eastside
| Like Your Christ, But...

Let me begin with a disclaimer...the abogajénwOl like your Christ. | do not JesusOs rebuke was not merely a slap
representative of any view of City Churfike your Christians. Your Christianson the wrist, but rather it brought to
Eastside. The purpose of this photo is tgre so unlike your Christ.O Making the foreground the nature of his
visually introduce our sermon series usifgya Gy to the back of our mission. Namely that the wrath of

with way too many bumper stickers Ver”%(lgi%ﬂi iles in the year 2009, this God would be poured out upon his

saying that if you try to say everything yp rade points to the reality of son instead of his people. Herein lies

say anything.... . . - -
hypocrisy that has plagued the the irony of GandhiOs quote. While
church since the days of the ChristOs perfect record becomes our

With this disclaimer out of the way = .
we will spend the next six weeks ?;1 glsmples. In fact Luke 9:51-56 dealspermanent record, the beauty of the

series entitleThe Bumper Stickers 0¥vith this very issue. In this text we cross is that it saves us not once, but
the Eastsidihis series will examine Pnd Jesus resolutely setting out for overend again as we fail to uphold
those brief quips and mantras found€rusalem where he would fulbll hisGodOs perfect standard just as the
on the back of our vehicles that so destiny as savior. The space betweeisciples failed. The process of
poignantly communicate our the beg_innin.g of this narrat'ive and becoming like Christ requires time
deepest convictions. The most the capital city was the region of  as our rescuer remakes us into his
provocative of these messages of Samaria, a province well known for image, a pursuit not fully realized
its deviant religious history and thusuntil the other side of death. Until

a vile destination for orthodox Jews then we are called to be a people of
contemporary thought. Oddly we frem the histc_)ric S_outhern repentance pef_ore a watching world
bnd out so much about ourselves Kingdom. This animosity served as ultimately pointing not to ourselves
and our convictions through such the source of the disciples questionbut our perfect savior. This is the
locutionary tokens. Mohandas OLord do you want us to call bre ,path to genuine transformation.
down from heaven to destroy themO.

course deal with the philosophical
and religious underpinnings of

Gandhi was famously quoted as



CITY CHURCH-EASTSIDE

OAs for the general
view that the church
was discredited by the
WarNthey might as
well say that the Ark
was discredited by the
Flood. When the
world goes wrong, it
proves rather that the
Church is right. The
Church is justibed, not
because her children
do not sin, but
because they do.O

G.K. Chesterton

Sermon Application

The questions and thoughts below can be used for further reRection this week. Seek to use a journal or
discuss with a friend. Most of all use this to consider how the gospel of Christ can be transforming. Enjoy!

Application Questions: Luke 9:51-56 What is Sanctibcation and Why is

Gandhi®s Observation Correct?

- Prior to the sermon how did you personally  Qur time spent in the text of Luke 9:51-56 brought

evaluate GandhiOs critique of Christianity? How, e foreground several realities regarding the

did the sermon afrm or cause you to reformula@,istian life as it relates to GandhiOs critique.

your critique? GandhiOs quote really points to great chasm that
exists between the perfection of Jesus that we see in

. Share about a time when youOve been woundeghe gospels and the imperfection of Christians. The

by the church or a Christian. How did this reality of Gandhi®s quote is true in part because
process shape you and what was the end resultpany who have claimed Christ throughout the
Conversely, how has the church helped you groshturies were, in the end, not true followers of
What specibc moment or person could you poirtpyrist. At times this is easy to discern because of
to in your own story where you witnessed positiy§e ongoing destructive patterns in someone®s life,
change? but at other times such discernment is challenging.
GandhiOs critique holds weight for the genuine

. How is the Christian faith unique in being both follower of Christ as well. Sometimes it makes little

inclusive and yet exclusive at the same time? Hgiference how many years one has followed Christ

does this paradox transform us into a people ofas we still have the ability to screw things up royally!

love without OismsO (racism, etc.) The question becomes how do we grow more and
more into the likeness of Christ? This process,

. ReBect upon a recent failure in your life. How diknown as sanctibcation, requires time and by no

you handle this occasion with other parties whomeans bnds perfection in this life. With that said

you possibly wounded? How did or could the though we can make progress in the power of His

gospel specibcally set you free in responding? Spirit. The apostle Paul wrote in the book of
Colossians OPut to death, therefore, whatever

. What do the various voices in the world tell us belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality,

about how to handle failure? What do these saimmpurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is
voices communicate about the process of changfatry.O Paul is not saying that we should become
Contrast these with the gospel. How is it any ascetics eating scorpions in the desert. What he is
different? saying is that we should mortify our desires for
earthly things when they take precedence over our

. Share with your group an area in your life wherdove for God. John Owen echos this OWe must

youOve experienced ChristOs transformative panesitify our affections so that we become more

over time (called sanctibcation in theological ~engaged in the worship of God than in the worship
terms). Where did you brst notice a need for of our idols.O The process of uprooting sin &
change? How was has the spirit of Christ shapig@latry in our life is Prst done through prayer and
you in this area? Where do you bnd yourself athe power of ChristOs spirit. Here are some practical
today with this issue? measures as well:

. How would your day specibcally look different if¢ Identify It -What is that sin pattern that has

you left behind a constant concern for the self ~ developed in your life? Often our sin is merely a

and believed that God truly had your best surface expression of a deeply rooted idol. What is

interests in mind? How would that change how below this expression of sin? Is it a desire for

you worked, related to others, and worshipped  power, approval, comfort, control, or other?

God? ¥ Starve It Out -What can you change about you
' life so that it disrupts this pattern of sin? How can
you avoid those things that feed the sin?

¥ Cut It Out -How can you take radical action
against the sin pattern? Often we feel as if we go
on the defense against our sin, but how can you go
on the offense? _

¥ Crowd It Out -1tOs not enough to merely bind the
strongman of sin (Matthew 12:29) for the
temptation will return (Matthew 12:43-45). The
heart is a residence designed for occupancy,
namely the Holy Spirit. If we Othrow-outO a sin
pattern in our life we must replace it with a faith
pattern. How can you practically cherish and trust
Christ over earthly things? What can you
practically implement to foster a growing love for
Christ that overshadows sin & idolatry?

Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi



