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Genesis: The Story of God, the Story of Us
Conquering Chaos

Am I 'in the right vocation? I'm getting
the sense that I work too much, how do I
correct that? My job is terrible how do I
get out? Genesis 1:26-2:3 doesn’t
specifically answer such vocational
quandaries, but it does address one
question. How do we work and rest
amidst the chaos of life so that in the
end we live out a life of meaning? The
first step in the endeavor to find meaning
in this life is to understand what this text
means by chaos. At the beginning of
creation we saw that God began with a
formless void and while this void wasn’t
necessarily evil, God was not content for
it to remain formless. God is pictured
here taking this lump of formless void
and forming a creation full of beauty
and meaning. Even in it’s first few lines,
we can observe that the biblical narrative
is very different from other Ancient Near
Eastern creation stories such as the
Enuma Elish & the Atrahasis Epic.
Often in these narratives the world and
humanity is a mere by product of a
conflict between the gods. While certain
elements of the Genesis account run

parallel to such creation myths this only
confirms Moses’ intent. He was writing
in the style of the day in order to show
how Israel’s God was radically different
from all other gods. In light of that God
did merely create man, but empowered
them to be stewards of the earth as he
tasked them to be fruitful and multiple.
This stewardship was amply resourced
with food for both the present and
future. God’s original vision was that
Adam and Eve would take this small
garden in Mesopotamia and through
cultivation extend this paradise to the
ends of the earth. Furthermore, God
desired that our first parents would
multiply their descendants in such a way
that this global garden would be filled
with images of God, all of which would
reflect His glory. This work was never
the end game though. The goal was that
man would literally dwell in the presence
of God amidst this paradise. These two
themes of fruitfulness and multiplication
run throughout scripture even to the
book of revelation where humanity
finally dwells in the solace of God’s

presence. But sin has skewed our
understanding of work. Often we either
overwork, seeking to appease the
Pharaohs of our life, or underwork,
seeking to escape the challenges of the
wilderness journey. Either way we
believe that living in these extremes will
provide us with the meaning our souls’
desire. But the biblical reality is that our
work cannot have meaning if we’re
trying to find our meaning in either work
or rest. When we do try to find our
meaning in either work or rest Scripture
identifies this as sin. But as we trust in
the death and resurrection of Christ, our
meaning is established as we enjoy the
love, security, and forgiveness that only
God can provide. Unlike the gods of this
world, our God not only directs us in our
work, but also in our rest. God set apart
the seventh day and exhorts us to do the
same. This should not result in ‘rule-
keeping’, but rather sustains us in our
work, prevents work from becoming
deity, and restores our very dignity as we
rest in the finished work of Christ and
not our own.



Sermon Application

The questions and thoughts below can be used for further reflection this week. Seek to use a journal or
discuss with a friend. Most of all use this to consider how the gospel of Christ can be transforming. Enjoy!

Application Questions: Genesis 1:26-2:1-3 Lent: A Wilderness Journey
by Jim Dolas
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