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Advent 2009: No Other Name
“Enter by the narrow gate. For the gate is wide 
and the way is easy that leads to destruction...”
     As we near the end of  the sermon on 
the mount Jesus in Matthew 7:13-14 is 
not looking for an ovation, but he’s 
looking for obedience.  The claims of  
Christ in these verses are not a bit of  
fanciful teaching but something 
incredibly challenging. Few of  us want to 
be called “narrow”, but Jesus describes 
his path in just this way.  What does Jesus 
mean here? We know that Jesus is not 
advocating a country-club religion that 
engenders self-righteousness, but he is 
saying something  about the destiny of  
our design. Jesus goes on to describe two 
roads, a broad road that leads to 
destruction and a narrow road that leads 
to life. The broad road in our context 
can be described as the philosophy of  
pluralism which says “It is abhorrent 
that anyone in a sophisticated world 
would hold to such a narrow, prejudicial 
belief  that your religion alone is right.”  
The broad road of  whole-sale 
acceptance feels acceptable and 
convenient, especially in our modern 

context.  But when one deems every 
worldview acceptable, they in turn 
condemn every exclusive worldview as 
unacceptable. And so Jesus’ claim, while 
challenging, is completely logical and as 
C.S. Lewis points out in Mere Christianity, 
if  Jesus is not the savior of  the world as 
he claimed, there is no sense in our 
pledge of  allegiance to him.  If  he is not 
the one true lord, he’s something akin to 
a cult leader who led people to their 
death, for that in fact was the fate of  
Christ’s early followers.  
     The broad road not only comprises 
false belief  but it also leads to a 
destructive false worship.  The religious 
leaders in Jesus’ day counted on their 
own merit and/or their national identity 
for salvation. Today, the mantras of  
world religions outside of  Christianity 
are not too different.  Religion in general 
says “If  I do “x” then God will accept 
me” but the Christian gospel says 
“because God has done this for me, I am 
made acceptable.”  
     The character of  Christ’s gospel is 
what compels Jesus towards the main 

point of  this text “the narrow road leads 
to life.”  In ancient times, entering 
through the gate of  a city required 
personal, intimate contact with the 
gatekeeper.  Using this as an illustration 
Jesus says that life with God is personal 
and thus if  you say you love Jesus but 
don’t believe that he alone provides 
entrance to a kingdom of  life, you don’t 
really know and love Jesus (John 10).  
When you think of  real world examples 
this is completely logical.  We would not 
tell our spouse that we love them and 
want to be married to them, but also 
wanted to date other people.  Neither 
would we be able to approach our 
employer expressing our appreciation for 
our company and then proceed to work 
for another company during business 
hours.  In the same way, Jesus desires 
that we see his surpassing excellency and 
thereby pledge our allegiance to him as 
the one true Lord. Such a pledge moves 
us away from the exhaustion of  self-rule 
and grants us life that can only be found 
in Christ. May we rest in Christ alone 
this week!
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1. Define pluralism from a philosophical standpoint.  
Why is pluralism so popular in our culture today?   

2. Is it difficult for you to claim Jesus as the exclusive 
way of  salvation?  Why or why not?  How does 
the very gospel of  Christ enable us to make this 
claim?   

3. The common approach to salvation is that we are 
on many paths to the same place.  Do you find 
this to be logical and satisfying?  Why or why not?  

4. Share with your group or others why you find it 
so freeing to believe exclusively in Christ?  What 
was it that “clicked” in your relationship to him? 

5. Consider a few other worldviews and faith-
systems.  How is Christianity different?  
Additionally, what are some aspects of  
Christianity that make it so logical?  

6. Why isn’t Christ willing to become part of  our 
personal“pantheon”?  Why does he claim himself 
to be the narrow way?  How does this impact our 
life? 

7. We know that commitment to a spouse or an 
employer requires exclusive allegiance.  Why is it 
that we don’t use this same mentality in our 
spiritual orientation?  

The hustle and bustle of  the holiday season often 
leaves many Christians wondering how they can 
celebrate the Advent season with more meaning and 
intentionality.  Over the next three weeks this 
column will be dedicated to helping you do just that.  
The column will have three focal points during the 
advent season; daily Scripture readings, reflective 
works of  art, and Advent carols (see page 3).  Use 
each of  these components to foster a sense of  
anticipation of  the birth and for us, the return, of  
Christ.  Any of  these elements would be great to use 
either individually or with your family. 

Scripture Readings for This Week:
Monday: Ps. 25; Ps. 9, 15; Amos 7:1-9; Rev. 1:1-8; 
Matt. 22:23-33.
Tuesday: Ps. 26, 28; Ps. 36, 39; Amos 7:10-17; Rev. 
1:9-16; Matt. 22:34-4
Wednesday: Ps. 38; Ps. 119:25-48; Amos 8:1-14; 
Rev. 1:17-2:7; Matt. 23:1-1
Thursday:  Ps. 37:1-18; Ps. 37:19-42; Amos 9:1-10; 
Rev. 2:8-17; Matt. 23:13-26
Friday : Ps. 31; Ps. 35; Haggai 1:1-15; Rev. 2:18-29; 
Matt. 23:27-39
Saturday: Ps. 30, 32; Ps. 42, 43; Haggai 2:1-9; Rev. 
3:1-6; Matt. 24:1-14
Sunday: Ps. 63:1-8(9-11), Ps. 98; Ps. 103; Amos 
9:11-15; 2 Thess. 2:1-3, 13-17; John 5:30-47

Works for Art for Advent Reflection
Consider the central panel of  Campin’s Mérode 
triptych, Annunciation on page one of  the worship 
guide.  The scene depicts Mary reading the moment 
before the angel’s visitation announcing that she 
would give birth to the Christ child.  As you observe 
consider these questions:
• Notice the state of  the candle on the table.  What 

do you think this symbolizes, particularly in 
contrast with the light coming through the 
window? 

• How do the lilies on the table relate to Mary? 
• Examine the fold in the robe of  Mary.  What do 

you see? 
• Note the number of  books in the room.  What 

could this symbolize?  
• Ultimately, how does this work cause you to reflect 

on Mary’s experience recorded in Luke 1:26-38? 
     

Sermon Application
The questions and thoughts below can be used for further reflection this week. Seek to use a journal or 
discuss with a friend. Most of all use this to consider how the gospel of Christ can be transforming.  Enjoy!
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Christ Jesus has true 
excellency, so great 
that when it comes to 
see it, the mind rests 
there. It sees a 
transcendent glory 
and an ineffable 
sweetness in him; it 
sees that till now it has 
been pursuing 
shadows, but that 
now it has found the 
substance; that before 
it had been seeking 
happiness in the 
stream, but that now it 
has found the ocean. 
It is an infinite 
excellency in which the 
mind can find no 
bounds. Every new 
discovery makes this 
beauty appear more 
ravishing; there is 
room enough for the 
mind to go deeper and 
deeper, and never 
come to the bottom. 
The soul that comes 
to Christ, feeds upon 
this and lives upon it. It 
is impossible for those 
who have tasted of 
this fountain, and 
know the sweetness 
of it, ever to forsake it.

Jonathan Edwards,
Pastor & Theolgoian 

Advent Reflections: The Root of  JesseApplication Questions: Matthew 7:13-14

1. Daily Scriptures take from the Book of  Common Prayers, 
Daily Lectionary. 

2. Information & artwork gathered at www.artbible.info
3. Hymns copied from the original Trinity Hymnal, all rights 

reserved. 

http://www.artbible.info/art/large/649.html
http://www.artbible.info/art/large/649.html
http://www.artbible.info/art/large/649.html
http://www.artbible.info/art/large/649.html
http://www.artbible.info
http://www.artbible.info
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O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
John Mason Neale, 1851

O come, O come, Emmanuel,
And ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here,
Until the Son of  God appear.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.

O come, O come, thou Lord of  might,
Who to thy tribes, on Sinai's height,
In ancient times didst give the law
In cloud and majesty and awe.

O come, thou Rod of  Jesse, free
Thine own from Satan's tyranny;
From depths of  hell thy people save,
And give them victory o'er the grave.

O come, thou Dayspring from on high
And cheer us by thy drawing nigh;
Disperse the gloomy clouds of  night,
And death's dark shadows put to flight.

O come, thou Key of  David, come
And open wide our heav'nly home;
Make safe the way that leads on high,
And close the path to misery.

Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus
Charles Wesley, 1744

Come, thou long-expected Jesus,
Born to set thy people free;
From our fears and sins release us;
Let us find our rest in thee.
Israel's strength and consolation,
Hope of  all the earth thou art;
Dear Desire of  ev'ry nation,
Joy of  every longing heart.

Born thy people to deliver,
Born a child, and yet a King,
Born to reign in us for ever,
Now thy gracious kingdom bring.
By thine own eternal Spirit
Rule in all our hearts alone;
By thine all-sufficient merit
Raise us to thy glorious throne.

Carols of Advent: Week II
C

IT
Y

 C
H

U
R

C
H

-E
A

S
TS

ID
E

 D
ec

em
b

er
 6

, 2
00

9


